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March 10, 1911 



Marmot Skins as the Medium of Plague Transmission. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Kansom ; at Shanghai, reports, January 19: 
The collection of marmot skins for shipment to America is believed 
to have been the origin of the outbreak of plague in north China. 
There is a small lot of these skins on hand at Shanghai, which have 
been here for a considerable length of time. The skins are prepared 
by being sun dried and packed in boxes containing a large amount 
of naphthalin distributed between the skins. No skins have been 
shipped from Shanghai this season, and practically none were shipped 
last year. Many thousands of skins were shipped to America in 1908. 

CUBA. 

Transmissible Diseases in the Island. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Villoldo reports, February 21: 
The following statement of transmissible diseases in the island of 
Cuba was issued by the department of sanitation : 
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No quarantinable diseases were reported during the week ended 
February 18. 

Typhus Fever on Steamship. 

Dr. Villoldo reported, February 25: 

The steamship Monterey arrived at Habana February 13 with a 
case of typhus fever on board in the person of a second-cabin passen- 
ger. The patient had been in Mexico City and from there had gone 
to Veracruz where he remained eight days. He sailed February 9 
on the steamship Monterey, and was taken ill February 12. The 
patient was removed to Las Animas hospital. 

HAWAII. 

Status of Cholera. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Ramus reported the occurrence of 4 deaths 
from cholera on March 3, 2 in the quarantine camp and 2 in Honolulu, 
on March 4, 2 cases with 1 death, on March 5, 1 case with 2 deaths, 
and on March 7, 3 fatal cases, making to date a total of 23 cases 
with 20 deaths. 

Kecord of Plague Infection. 

Last case of human plague at Honolulu occurred July 12, 1910. 
The last plague-infected rat was found at Aiea, 9 miles from Hono- 
lulu, April 12, 1910. 
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At Hilo the last case of human plague occurred March 23, 1910. A 
fatal case occurred at Honokaa, 60 miles from Hilo, December 17, 
1910, and 2 fatal cases were reported January 31, 1911. 

The last plague-infected rat was found at Honokaa, February 2, 
1911. 

Dr. Ramus reports in regard to plague-prevention work, February 13 : 

HONOLULU. 

Week ended February 11, 1911. 

Total rats and mongoose taken 607 

Rats trapped 587 

Mongoose trapped 7 

Rats killed by sulphur dioxide 13 

Examined bacteriologically 524 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 66 

Mus musculus 182 

Mus norvegicus 87 

Mus rattus 252 

Classification of rats killed by sulphur dioxide: 

Mus alexandrinus 3 

Mus rattus 10 

Average number of traps set daily 1, 720 

INDIA. 
CALCUTTA-Cholera and Plague. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Allan reports, February 2 : 

During the week ended January 14, 1911, there were reported at 
Calcutta 21 deaths from cholera and 11 from plague; in all Bengal, 
1,781 cases of plague with 1,295 deaths; in all India, 15,003 cases of 
plague with 12,143 deaths. 

JAPAN. 

KOBE— Quarantine Measures Against Plague. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Moore reports, February 2: 

The authorities at Kobe are using every means to prevent the 
introduction of plague from Dalny. All vessels arriving from ports 
in Manchuria are fumigated and the baggage of passengers is disin- 
fected. The- disinfection of postal matter from plague-infected ports 
was begun January 21. Practically all of the plague cases in Man- 
churia are stated to be of the pneumonic type, and the epidemic is 
believed to have originated among trappers and hunters of marmot 
skins. No cargo from Manchuria reaching Kobe for transshipment 
to American ports will be certified and all passengers from an infected 
locality will be detained seven days from the date of their departure 
from such locality. 

KOREA. 
Measures Against Importation of Plague. 

Consul General Scidmore, at Seoul, reports, January 16 and 22: 

According to press notices of January 15 and 22, passengers 

arriving from Manchuria at New Wiju, Chemulpo, Kusan, and 

Mokpu are subject to inspection and those presenting symptoms of 

-illness will be detained in isolation for a period of three days. The 



